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Introduction:

As the May 2026 parliamentary elections approach, Cyprus enters that familiar period where public life takes on a particular pulse. Each electoral
contest takes place in a different context — new conditions, traditional, but also new party formations.

At dedomenon.eu we aim to enrich the picture of electoral processes for the House of Representatives through numbers. Using longitudinal data from
the websites of the House of Representatives and the Ministry of Interior, we attempt to understand changes in the Cypriot society and the political
landscape.

In this study we examine, among other topics:
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How voter turnout changes across different election periods

The number of party formations and the composition of parliament
How the number of elected women fluctuated

Who was the longest-serving MP

The representation of votes
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12 parliamentary-elections ...
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3 6 p a rt I e S took part in the Cypriot parliamentary elections since 1960.

1 7 p a rt I e S were represented in the Parliament between 1960 and 2026.
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List of names of political parties and independents, transliterated in Latin characters:
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Party Name in Greek

Transliteration

Party Name in Greek

Transliteration

AAHK ADIK Zuyo¢ Kivnpa Avegaptntwy MoAttwy (Zigos Kinima Anexartiton Politon
AAHZOK ADISOK Kivnua EAe0BepoL MoAiteC Kinima Eleftheri Polites
AKEA* AKEL* Kivhua EAsuB€pwv Anpokpatwy Kinima Eleftheron Dimokraton
AMayn Fevidg Allagi Genias Kivhua OtkoAdywv Kinima lkologon

AMnAgyyLn Allileggii Kowvwviko Kivnua Znuaia Kinoniko Kinima Simea
AppoxwaoTog yla tnv Kompo Ammohostos gia tin Kipro KéppayataZwa Kompou Kinima gia ta Zoa Kiprou
Ave&aptnrol Independent KYMNPOZ KIPROS

AduTvion -2020 Afipnisi -2020 AdIKO 2001aAIOTIKO Kivnpa Laiko Sosialistiko Kinima
Mpadeio Aikawwpatwy MoAitn AAZOK Grafio Dikaiomaton Politi - LASOK NEAHMA NEDIPA

AHKO* DIKO* NEO NEO

AHNA DIPA Néotl Opicovteg Nei Orizontes

AHZY* DISY* OAA OAD

EAEK* EDEK* ‘OAoLoToV aywva Oli ston Agona

EAH EDI MAKON PAKOP

EAAM ELAM MAME PAME

Evepyoli MoAitec-Kivnua Evwpévwy Kumtpiwv Kuvnywv

Energi Polites - Kinima Enomenon Kinigon

Matplwtiké Metwmo

Patriotiko Metopo

Eviaiov

Enieon

MatplwWTIKOC ZUVaCTILOHOG

Patriotikis Sinaspismos

ENQ2H KENTPOY ENOSI KENTROU Mvor) Aaov Pnoi Laou
EYPQKO EUROKO MoAtiké Kivnpa Kuvnywv Politiko Kinima Kinigon
Eupwraikr Anpokpatia Europaiki Dimokratia Zuppoxia MoAtwy Simmahia Politon

* “Traditional” parties
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Election results - % e
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Arise in the number of parties participating in elections can be observed since 1981. In the 1985 elections
only 4 parties ran, while in 2021 there were 15 party formations.
The highest percentage recorded for a party since 1981 was 35.81% in 1991 (DISY).

"Traditional" parties (AKEL, DIKO, EDEK, DISY), while remaining dominant, have seen their combined share
decline from 99.71% in 1985 t0 68.12% in 2021.
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® AAHK
® AAHZOK
® AKEA
® ANayn levidg
® AAANAgyyon
® APOYWOTOG Yo TNV KUTtpo
® AvefaptnTotl
® ApUmvion -2020-
Ipageio Aikatwpdtwv MoAitn AAZOK
® AHKO
@ AHMA
® AHZY
O EAEK
O EAH
O EAAM
® Evepyoi Mohiteg-Kivnpa Evwuévwy Kumtpiwv Kuvnywv
@ ENQZH KENTPOY
® EYPOKO
Eupwmaiikr Anpokpatia
® Zuyog Kivnpa AveEaptntwy MoArtwv
Kivnpo EAevBepot MoAiteg
® Kivnpo ExevBépwv Anpokportwv
® Kivnuo OtkoAoywv
® Kowwviko Kivnuo Inuaia
® Koppa yla ta Zwot Kutrpou
@ KYMPOX
® A\oiko LooloMoTiko Kivnpa
® NEAHTIA
O NEO
® OAA
®'O)ol gToV aywva
O [AKOI
O [1AME
@ MoTpLWTIKOG ZUVOCTILGUOG
@ [Tvor) Aaov
® MoMtiko Kivnua Kuvnywy
® Tuppaxio MoAtwy
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Election Results - # of Votes = ® o ALHK
® AAHIOK
B ® AKEA
411K 205K e
00K e Fevid
® AAANAgyyon

370K

® APOYWOTOG Yo TNV KUTtpo

351K 358K

® AvefaptnTotl
® ApUmvion -2020-
Ipageio Aikatwpdtwv MoAitn AAZOK
® AHKO
® AHTMA
® AHZY
® EAEK
® EAH
O EAAM
® Evepyoi Mohiteg-Kivnpa Evwuévwy Kumtpiwv Kuvnywv
@ ENQZH KENTPOY
@ EYPOKO

342K

319K

300K 291K

Votes

200K

Eupwmaiikr Anpokpatia
® Zuyog Kivnpa AveEaptntwy MoArtwv
Kivnpo EAevBepot MoAiteg
® Kivnpo ExevBépwv Anpokportwv
® Kivnuo OtkoAoywv
100K ® Kowwviko Kivnuo Inuaia
® Koppa yia T Zwat Kotrpou
@ KYMPOX
® A\oiko LooloMoTiko Kivnpa
® NEAHTIA
O NEO
® OAA
®'O)ol gToV aywva
O [AKOI

*In 1991 and 1996, DISY formed a coalition with the Liberals @ MAME

@ MoTpLWTIKOG ZUVOCTILGUOG

0K
1981-1985 1985-1991 1991-1996 1996-2001 2001-2006 2006-2011 2011-2016 2016-2021 2021-2026

< The only elections where no party received over 100,000 votes were those of 1981 and 2021 — the former due to a ® Mvor) Aaod

small electorate (309k), the latter due to abstention (191k) and vote fragmentation across 15 parties. ® MoArtikd Kivnpa Kovnydo

+»+ The electoral law changed in 2017: voting was no longer compulsory as it had been since 1960. © Zokpoxia oAy
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MPs per political party

2021-2026

2016-2021

2011-2016

2006-2011

2001-2006

1996-2001

1991-1996

1985-1991

1981-1985

1976-1981

1970-1976 9 i 2 15 7 35

1960-1970 5 35
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@ AKEN
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@ AAAnAsyyOn
® AveidpTnTocg
@ AHKO

@ AHTA

@ NHYY

|
L
5

@EAEK
@®EAH
@EANAM
@ Eviaiov
EYPQKO
@ Kivnpo EAsuBEpwv Anpokpatv
@ Kivnua OkoAdywv
@®NEC
@ MNaTpuwTikd METWo
®poodsuTikn Mapdtaflg

Tuppoyic MNoArTwy

*In 1991 and 1996, DISY formed a coalition with
the Liberals
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A total of 17 party formations have
been represented in parliament.
Independent candidates have been
elected in three different
parliamentary periods, most recently
in 2011-16 (Zacharias Koulias).

AKEL is the only party to have elected
MPs from the founding of the Republic
of Cyprus to the present day.

The Patriotic Front held the most seats
(80) in any single election.

DISY (3 times) and AKEL (1 time) have
been represented by 20 MPs.

10 parties have been represented only
once in parliament: ADHK, Allilengyi,
DIPA, EDI, Eniaion, Movement of Free
Democrats, NEO, Patriotic Front,
Progressive Alliance, Citizens'
Alliance.
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Number of political parties in the Parliament

2021-2026

2016-2021

2011-2016

coalitions represented in parliament
was 8 (in the periods 2016-21 and
2001_06) 2001-2006 8
+* The minimum was 2 (in 1960,

immediately after independence) — 1996-2001 _ 5 *n 1991 and
that parliament lasted 10 years (1960- 1996, DISY
70). formed a

1991-1996 4 coalition with the

Liberals
0 2 4 6 8

Parliamentary elections in Cyprus in numbers 1960-2021 Page 7 of 15


http://www.dedomenon.eu/

eSopévov

www.dedomenon.eu

In 1 9 8 1 the first female MP was elected (Rina Katseli)

Female MPs

2021-2026

2016-2021

46

10

2011-2016 50 [3

2006-2011 48 8

2001-2006 50 [3

1996-2001 53 3
® Male

1991-1996 o Female
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60

% Atotal of 292 different MPs have been elected to
parliament: 266 men and just 26 women.

< The first female MP was elected in 1981 — Rina
Katseli in the Kyrenia district with DIKO, who
served three parliamentary terms.

< The most women ever elected was in 2021: 10
(18%). Despite an upward trend, women remain
underrepresented.

Participation of each gender in the total number of
MPs elected since 1960

26 (8.9%) —

\— 266 (91.1%)
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9 S p e a ke rS of the Parliament since 1960.

BoueuTikr Tiepiodoc  Mpoedpoc TG Bouhrc  Koppo ¢ Across 12 parliamentary periods since 1960, there
have been nine different Speakers.

1960-1970 Mokoc KAnpidne MotpuwTikd MéTwo % Eight were men; one (current Speaker Annita

1970-1976 Mokoc KAnpléng Eviaiov Demetriou) is a woman.

1976-1981 Imopog Kumplavoy AHKO «» DIKO-affiliated Speakers were elected in four

1981-1985 lewpylog Nadag AHKO parliamentary periods.

1985-1991 Bdooc Avaoopidng EAEK % Three Speakers also went on to serve as Presidents

1991-1996 MéEnC MoAavog AHKO of the Repub[ic.

1996-2001 Imopog Kumplavov  AHKO % Note: The parliamentary period 1970-1975 was

2001-2006 Anpntpng Xpotdglag  AKEA extended until September 1976, during which

2006-2011 AnpARtpng Xpwotoguag AKEA Tassos Papadopoulos served as Speaker.

2011-2016 MNavvakng Opnpov EAEK

2016-2021 AnpnTpng ZuAhoupng  AAANAsyyon

2021-2026 Avvitat Anpntpiov AHLY

* Refers to Speakers as elected at the beginning of each
parliamentary period.
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8 t e r I I I S , for Vassos Lyssarides
How many terms did | serve as MP?
B&oog Avaoapidng
Mawvakng Oprpou 7
Nikog Avaataotadng 7
Anpritpng ZuAhoupng 6
ABépup Neowitou 5 % The longest-serving MP was Vassos
ANEEnC Mo 5 Lyssarides with 45 years and eight
avspta Zaprisnc [ N NG parliamentary terms.
Avtpoc K > I, s : : ;
r‘;;iil:;::‘;:z - % In second place: Yiannakis Omirou and
Eexiac Noraiwavvor [N 5 Nikos Anastasiades, both with 34 years
Zayapiac Kovriac [N NN : and 7 terms.
Kootag Kwvoravtivow [ NG % The top spots are exclusively held by
‘ o |
Nikog Kataoupidng 5 men.
0 2 4 6 8 o,
Parliamentary Terms < Among women, four have served three
How many years did | serve as MP? terms: Eirini Charalambidou, Eleni
Mavrou, Stella Kyriakidou, and Rina
Baoos Avooopisn< | -5 Katseli.
Frawwan Opieos. [ >
Nixog Avaoreciacne. [N >

AvBpias Ziaprions I
Elexiac Nanoiwavoy [
Xayic Migerpione. R
Mo Kanisns. N O
Anpieene surrosenc (NG :o
Taoooc MNamaddmovAag, _ 26
Aptoup Neowiron [
Avzpoc kumpavou [ -
Zayapiac kovniac [ -
Nixog Topvaptmc | N ::

0 10 20 30 40
Parliamentary years
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Have always been elected with the same political party? =B -

Icikog Kinpidng

AnpATpng ZuMovpng
Itaupog MNookwtng
Tdoooc MNamadomovAog
Pe1dlog MNoapaokeuoidng
Apidiog Ppaykog
Avdpeag A. Toupadng
Avdpéag Naykou
Avbpéng OepoTOKAEOUG
Avépovda Baoleiou
Baoog Auooapidng
lewpyrog Mamadomoviog
lewpytog TQpKWTNG
Mwpyog AMAAKag
Zayapiag Kovhiog
Hpo&otog NikoAdidng
Kuptékog Mamadnuntpiov
Kwotag Xat{nkakou
Ag6vTiog lepodiakdvou
Maplog Kapoylaw
Mixohdakng Zafpidng
NTivog MixanAidng
Mavaylwtng Anpntpiov
ModAog MuAwvag
Nétpog ZTuhiavou

Pikkog EpwTokpitou

Xplotégpopog Xplotogidng
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Five Members of Parliament have
been elected under three different
parties (or as independents). Among
them, two later served as Presidents
of the Republic (Glafcos Clerides and
Tassos Papadopoulos).

Similarly, Glafcos Clerides and
Demetris Syllouris were elected as
Presidents of the House of
Representatives.

Twenty-two individuals were elected
under two different political
formations.

Except for Androulla Vasiliou, all 26
individuals who were elected under
more than one party were men.
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1 2 3 6 polling stations for 2021.

Polling Stations per district
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® Famagusta @ Kerynia @ Larnaca @ Limassol ® Nicosia @ Paphos

1250 1248 1262 1236

1204

1200

1000

» The number of polling stations
per district has shown slight
fluctuations since 2001 and has
always exceeded 1,200.

> Nicosia district has consistently
had the most, with a peak of
424 in 2011.

» Kerynia district has consistently
had the fewest, with a minimum
of 83in the 2006, 2016, and
2021 elections.
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1 91 k O r 34%abstainedin 2021’s elections.

Participating in the elections

® Voted @ Abstained

600K
531K sa3k %K
400K
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200K Compulsory voting
in Cyprus was
abolished in 2017
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The electorate has grown from 309k in 1981 to 558k in 2021 (+81%).

Notably, the rise in abstention predates the change to voluntary voting in 2017.

7 7 7 7
0.0 0'0 0.0 0.0

Over the same period, abstention has steadily risen, peaking in 2021 when only 66% of voters participated.

The highest number of counted votes was recorded in 2006 at 446k. Since then, despite electorate growth, participation has declined.
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Is your vote represented in the Parliament?
The party | voted for, elected at least one MP
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» Representation is the percentage of voters who exercised their right to vote and whose vote is translated into parliamentary
representation, i.e. seats in the House of Representatives. In other words, it is the share of valid votes allocated to parties or independent

candidates who ultimately elect Members of Parliament. If a party or independent candidate does not pass the electoral threshold, their
votes are not represented in Parliament.

From 1981 until 2016, representation consistently exceeded 90%.

In 2021, in addition to the record-high abstention rate, approximately 14.5% of votes went to parties or independent candidates that
ultimately did not secure parliamentary representation. It is worth noting that 15 political formations participated in the 2021 elections, of
which only 7 elected an MP. Furthermore, none of the 7 independent candidates achieved representation in Parliament.
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Definitions and sources:

1. Data was drawn from the websites of the House of Representatives (parliament.cy) and the Ministry of Interior (results.elections.moi.gov.cy).
2. The study covers the period 1960-2021, unless otherwise stated.
3. Although elections have been held since 1960, some data is only available in digital form from 1981 or 2001 onwards. Information is presented
according to availability.
4. The datarefers to the parliamentary elections of the Republic of Cyprus.
5. Party names or candidate names sometimes change between elections. For consistency, one name is kept throughout. Examples:
i. Instead of KISOS, EDEK
ii. Instead of DISY-Liberals Coalition, DISY
iii. Instead of Leandros V. Zachariades, Leandros Zachariades
iv. Instead of Yiannakis Matsis, loannis Matsis
6. The aim is a statistical assessment of electoral contests. With this in mind, only the initial results at the level of elected MPs are tracked — not
any subsequent changes or by-elections held during a parliamentary period.
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